The Gourmet 
Restaurant 


Over 40 items 

m 

in our Buffet including 


hot & cold choices 


Lunch Buffet *9, Dinner s 12.50 
Fully Licensed - Open 7 days 
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Dog Trapped 
on canal 


Facebook 
rescue 
Page 3 


10k played a part in a successful 
rescue of Siberian husky Star Saturday. 


495 MAIN STREET, PORT COLBORNE 905-834-6683 


Prepared 
for the worst 

Terminally ill mom Tanya Lafleur wants 
her tale to impact young families. 

Page 8 


#1H0ME 

ISELLER 

15 Ms in a Row! 

Frank 

Get Frank 
Get SOLD! 
tuzycki 

can: 905-834-7653 


INPORTM&NEWS 

SERVING PORT COLBORNE • WAINFLEET • SHERKSTON ■ LOWBANKS 


Ship-shape sendup 




www.HomeTownRealEstateTeam^a 

Michael Smith 


Carlie Smith 
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UPFRONT 


■ SHIPPING: Port Colborne Mariners Celebration 


Prayers and fun usher in start of canal season 














THURSDAY, APRIL 2,2015 ■ INPORT NEWS 



LOCALNEWS 


WELLAND CANAL: Tribune Facebook post leads to owner’s identity within minutes 

Dog rescued on ice south of Lock 8 
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Open for business, or out to lunch? 




Shipwrecks - 
Yanagi Maru 
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For further information, contact Greg Furminger. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Copyright in letters and other material submitted to the publisher and accepted for publication remains with the author, but the publisher and its licensees may freely 
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□ ACCOLADES 


Citzens and businesses of the year honoured 


QMI Agency Niagara 


ognize their contributions to 
the community. 

The annual President's 
Awards were handed out 
last week by Port Colborne- 
Wainfleet Chamber of Com- 


The awards honour hard¬ 
working citizens and the best 

borne and Wainfleet. 

The citizen of the year is 


Gail Todd. 

The junior youth citizen 

Brooke Bulitz, while Austin 
Stastny was named youth 
citizen of the year. 


sented to Tracy MacLeod of 
Business Express. 
Bremfield's, Heavenly 


new business of the year. 
And Lake Erie Property 

with the President's Award 

































□ CHAIR ALAN CASLIN DELIVERS HIS FIRST STATE OF THE REGION ADDRESS 
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‘Open for business’ 



FREE COACH f/HLSVIEW 

SERVICE TO CASINO RESORT 



Welland 

COMMUNITY 

WELLNESS 

COMPLEX 

145 LINCOLN ST. 

10:00 AM 

Port Colborne 

BUS STOP ON KING ST, 
AT CLARENCE, 
BESIDE MERIDIAN 
BANK 

10:20 AM 

Fort Erie 

HWY#3 

(GARRISON RD) 
WALMART PARKING 
LOT, NEAR SCOTIABANK 

10:50AM 

CUSTOMER 
APPRECIATION DAY!! 

MONDAY APRIL 27™ 

NO CHARGE ALL DAY, AND RECEIVE $10 SLOT BONUS! 


CASINO VACATIONS 

FOR RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION 

CALL 1-800-838-1789 

168 CLARENCE ST., PORT COLBORNE, ON L3K3G5 

www.yourcasmoyacations.com 
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□ MUSIC 


Welland singer’s single 
cracks Billboard Top 40 

JOHN LAW gigs yet.” 



mfji Mark Guilbeault & 

Associates Ltd. 

EjQ Insurance Professionals 

NOW OPEN 

For All Your Insurance Needs. 


CALL 

289 - 836-7999 

or toll free 

1 - 866 - 748-7062 

www.insuredifferent.ca 

220 MAIN ST WEST 
PORT COLBORNE 
(Corner of King & Main) 




THE ULTIMATE COUNTRY TRIBUTE SHOW!! 
SUHDAY APRIL 12th § 3PM ■ TICKETS $30 

ROSELAWN THEATRE 

905-834-7572 


www.lnPortNews.ca 
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LOCALNEWS 


■ FAMILY: Benefit for terminally ill cancer patient Tanya Lafleur and her Welland family is this Saturday 

Prepared for the worst 


GREGFURMINGER 

QMI Agency Niagara 


As 35-year-old Welland 
mom Tanya Lafleur coura¬ 
geously talks about the end 
of her life, she speaks calmly 

that has spread throughout 
her body. 

The only time she chokes 
back tears is when she thinks 
of the future that will be left 
behind for her husband of 
seven years, Kevin, and their 
17-month-old daughter, 
Magen, whose name was cho- 

mooned in Magen's Bay all 
those years earlier. 

"I got a raw deal," Tanya 
says of her fate. 


But she hopes her story can 
to be prepared for the worst. 


TO DONATE 

An online fundraising 
account has been 
established at Go Fund Me. 

Visit: www.gofundme. 
com/krvt3k 


have life insurance, and a will, 
knowing the man with whom 



ing will be taken care of when 

ance before this, I wouldn’t be 
able to get it," she says while 
advising others to get their 

“Just because you're young 
— anything can happen." 

It was immediately follow¬ 
ing a hike with a large back¬ 


We Wtfiv-e cfou something to 


TUMMILLO 

CONSTRUCTION 

Residential & Commercial 


Additions, Renovations, New Garage 

PACKAGES, COMPLETE CONCRETE WORK, 

Sidewalks, Driveways, Patios, 

STAMPCRETE, ALL MASONARY REPAIRS, 
Stonework, Chimney Repairs, & 
Flagstone 


Inside & Outside Repairs 


Call Us Today! 

905-871-3088 


pack last July that Tanya felt 
a pain in her side. She figured 
she had tom a muscle in her 

As we already know, it turns 
out it was much worse. 

A large mass was discov¬ 
ered by ultrasound. Following 
visits to the Juravinski Can¬ 
cer Centre in Hamilton, it was 
determined the mass encom¬ 
passed her diaphragm, it was 
attached to her liver, and her 

Cancer has since attacked 
her lymph nodes and other 
parts of her body, including 
her vertebrae. 

“Unfortunately, it's a 
spreading case of one of the 

have," Tanya says. 

assigned it a name. Her med¬ 
ical reports call it "most unu- 

North America continue to try 
to identify it. 

me, it's just how and when." 
Chemotherapy is not effec- 


of pain relief, Tanya will be 
relying on palliative radia- 


give her more freedom from 
die hospital bed in the living 
room of the family's Thorold 
Rd. E. home. 

"I want to get up and move 
with her," she says of Magen, a 
litde miracle who came after 
years of trying to start a fam- 
ily. 

Tanya, who had been a 
law clerk and office man¬ 
ager at Elkin Injury Law in 
St. Catharines, had been the 
family’s prime breadwinner, 
the “career mom.” That was 
part of the Lafleur family 
plan. Kevin, 38, who works 

Retirement Residence, also 

Things were good. The 
house they bought before 



now they're struggling to pay 
to regular driving and care at 




Princess Margaret Hospital in 
Toronto. 

That's where friends come 

A fundraiser for the Lafleurs 
will be held this coming Satur¬ 
day at Auberge Richelieu on 
River Rd. in Welland. Tickets 
are $5 available at the door. It 
starts 7 p.m. 

“We're doing this benefit to 
ease their financial burden," 
says event organizer Lynn 
Miner. “They're very good 
friends of ours.” 

So far, the community has 
donated more than $25,000 in 

What some people may 
consider to be little things 
have been of great help to the 
couple. Someone to baby-sit 
during a hospital appoint¬ 
ment. Someone to do a load 
of laundry. Someone who has 
donated a gas card. 

“It's just heartwarming,” 


says Kevin. 

“It restores your faith in the 
human spirit,” he says of all 
that has been done to date 
and will continue this week- 

That, too, does bring tears 
to Tanya’s eyes. 

She grew up in a household 
that rallied behmd charitable 
causes and fundraisers. 

“It's always been about giv¬ 
ing back to the community,” 

“And I know Kevin's going 
to follow that through with 
Magen.” 

Now on the receiving end, 
she considers herself “lucky” 
to have a giving network of 
friends and family to keep her 
spirits up. 

She looks forward to seeing 
them Saturday. 

greg.furminger@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @GregAtTheTrib 


New Beginnings Cleaning 
Service 

Susan Raymond 

Owner/Operator 



Call no 

Book your Appointment 

'Mature, Dependable, Experienced 
Call today 
Cell 905-933-2859 
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Four arrests 
made after theft 
of collectibles 

Four people have been 
arrested following a series of 
break-ins at a Port Colborne 
storage facility. 

Earlier this year, members 
of the Niagara Regional Police 
Welland street crime unit 
began investigating a series of 
commercial break and enters. 

Over a few weeks, more than 
$50,000 in collectible items 
were stolen, including trading 
cards, coins, stamps, antique 
figurines and toys. 

There was a break in the case 
when two suspects attempted 
to pawn stolen items at a 
Niagara Falls pawn shop. 

The store owner also 
happened to be the owner 


of the storage facility in Port 
Colborne where the items had 
been stolen from. 

With the helpof video 
surveillance, two suspects were 
identified. 

As a result, police were led 
to a Port Colborne residence, 
where more than $7000 in 
stolen properly was recovered. 

Gordon Thurston, 54, and 
Steven Harris, 38, both of 
Port Colborne, are charged 
with fraud under $5,000, 


obtained by crime over $5,000. 

Paige Atyeo, 31, and 
Ryan Atyeo, 22, both of Port 
Colborne, are charged with onr 


obtainea Dy crime unaer 


All four parties were released 
from custody with a future 
court date. 

The matter is still under 



Anyone with information 
is asked to call 905-735-7811 
ext. 3316 or to contact Crime 
Stoppers. 




“Niagara’s Friendliest Golf Course" 

Get your membership at Whisky Run before April 
18th and you could Win Your Membership at our 
Molson Tee Off Party on April 18th, 2015, 6pm-9pm. 


LEAGUE MEETINGS 

APRIL 13,14, 15 8i 16 
Complimentary snacks & beverages.... 
details at WHISKYRUN.COM 


1.877.835.6868 

www.whiskyrun.com 

631 Lorraine Rd„ Port Colborne 


Man arrested, drugs seized 
in Port Colborne 

Quick action by police led to one 
arrest and the seizure of drugs in 
Port Colborne last Wednesday. 

Members of the Niagara 
Regional Police Welland street 
crime unit were at a Port Colborne 
residence for a stolen property 
investigation. 

Detectives discovered a male 
hiding in the home. He was 
unrelated to the investigation. 

The male attempted to 
destray a package of suspected 
crystal methamphetamine in 
the presence of police, but was 


stopped by the officers. 

As a result, the drags, valued at 
$400, and more than $700 in cash 


Lawrence Maude, 42, of 
Port Colborne, is charged with 
possession of a Schedule 1 
Substance for the purpose of 
trafficking, obstruction of justice 
and possession of proceeds of 
property obtained by crime under 
$5,000. Maude was also charged 
with breaching his probation and 
with one count of foil to comply 
with an undertaking. 


Soup-er event aids Port 
Cares 


Port Cares is ready to again 
tantalize the taste buds of local 
residents. 

The organization is hosting its 
sixth annual SoupFest fundraiser 
on Thursday, April 9, from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Italian 
Canadian Cultural Centre, 223 
Bell St. in Port Colborne. 

A variety of soups will be 
prepared and served up by 
culinary students from Lakeshore 
Catholic High School, Port 
Colborne High School and 
Niagara College, as well as 
members of the Niagara Regional 
Police, local fire crews and the 
Port Cares Reach Out Food 


Centre. 

Students from the local high 
school music departments will 
provide live entertainment during 
the meal. 

Guests, who will be sent home 
with soup recipes, will have the 
chance to vote for their favourite 
soup of the day. 

Tickets cost $15 and include 
soups, dessert, coffee and tea. 
They're available at Port Cares or 
at the door. 

Proceeds from the fundraiser 
support the Port Cares meal 
program at the food centre, which 
served more than 18,700 meals to 
people in need in 2014. 



MAPLE SYRUP DAYS 


c7 


■fldmimcn and Tcun 


Open Good Friday April 3 from 8:30 am to 1:00 pm 
Saturday April 4 from 8:30 to 3:30 pm 


SUGAR BUSH AND PANCAKE HOUSE 

OPEN 


from 

8:30AM to 3:30PM 



* *Vpen Qood Triday from 8:30am-1pm* * 


MVe also do School Touta! Call to reserve your Apot! 
www.agapevalley.ca 905 892 4273 
392 <Kilman H^idgeville ©‘N 
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LOCALNEWS 



□ COURT 

Plea in 

Kelvin 

Sawa’s 


jail death 
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LOCALNEWS 



CRIME 

Cold weather key in recovery 
of stolen watercraft 





if CD 
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EDUCATION: Confederation secondary, Champlain elementary schools to amalgamate 


New French public school to be built 




PORTAL VILLAGE 

K "o l fe?co.?oRS! s ‘ PLAZA 


SMITH 

OPTICAL 



HAVING 
TROUBLE 
HEARING? 

WE CAN HELP 

A FREE 

UEFhearing 




□ □ czi [Hi □ □ mn 

I Spring Sale: Choose from over 150 Monuments. 



Port Colborne GLEN MOUNT Welland 

h 3114 Hwy 3 East - 1 301 Aqueduct St. r 

905-834-9587 MEMORIALS 905-735-9717 

□ □□ IZZI ZZI ZZI ZZI ZZ_ 
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□ EDUCATION 

Niagara Catholic announces 
Award of Distinction recipients 


QMI Agency Niagara 

Former Lincoln County principal and 
Welland County school trustee, Joseph 
Noonan will be posthumously awarded 
Niagara Catholic District School Board's 
2015 Education Award of Distinction this 

Also receiving the award is Anna Racine, 
chairwoman of Niagara Catholic's special 
education advisory committee and a par- 

lie education in the 1950s, and spent the 
next 44 years committed to expanding 
Catholic education in Niagara. He went 

Catholic ratepayers to direct their taxes 
to Catholic schools which were in need 
of financial support. 

As a teacher, the board said in a news 

high standards of his students. As a trus¬ 


tee, he was a frequent visitor in schools, 
speaking with students and staff so that 
he could better understand the issues he 
needed to bring to the board table. 

He died in November 2007 at age 81. 

Racine joined the Catholic school coun¬ 
cil at St Thomas More Elementary School 
in Niagara Falls when her son, now in uni¬ 
versity, was in senior kindergarten. Today 
she serves Our Lady of Mount Carmel and 
Saint Michael High School as their liaison 
with the special education advisory com¬ 
mittee, the parish and the community. 

"Individuals like Ms. Racine and Mr. 
Noonan enrich our school communities 
in so many ways, whether it is as an edu¬ 
cator, a trustee or as a parent advocate," 
said school board chairman Father Paul 
MacNeiL 

Awards will be presented at the 12th 
annual Bishop's Gala, which will take place 
at Club Roma in St. Catharines April 10. 



L0CALNEWS 



QtfikTacek taW 

Whether you’re the host or the guest this Easter. 1 



St. Catharines 210 Glendale Ave. 905-682-3121 Niagara Falls 6225 Thorold Stone Rd. 905-354- 
St. Catharines 353 Lake St. 905-646-8812 Grimsby 36 Main St. E. 905-945-9400 

St. Catharines 100 Fourth Ave. 905-682-6328 _ Welland 30 Rice Rd. 905-735-6819 

Visit mmmeatshops.com for individual store hours. 


C99I 

%J SAVE~ 


PERFECT 


GOURMET 
SOUP & CHILI 

8 VARIETIES 
285 g/10 oz 
Sold Individually 


SAVE ' >1 each 


PIE 

8" - 680 g/24 oz 

® s p3sAVE50« 


www.lnPortNews.ca 
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B COMMUNITY 


Leaders needed for Habitat project 

MARYANNE FIRTH renovations this fall. of the project, including the pieces in place that will Cost is $15 for adults and $6 Davis encouraged coun- 
QMI Agency Niagara But before work can start assisting with fundraising ensure the renovations are a for children. cil, as well as the commu- 




family size black forest ham 


■ .1 mi!I AVI 

milk chocolate , , , asj hollow milk chocolate 


so id 


QUANTITIES 


QUANTITIES 


LAST! 


GIANT TIGER 

— your saveoneverything store — 


Joinv^! 


200 Fitch Street, Welland 

Store hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 am to 9 pm • f 
Sun. 9 am to 6 pm 

IGIANTTIGER 

WATCH, PIN, POST, LIKE, FOLLOW OR TWEET 1 


Prices in effect 
until April 7th, 
2015, while 
quantities last. 
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Save up to 60% 
at all your favou 
places! /f 


frugal 

fridays 


Aapex Driving Academy | 

Family Recreation 

Seaway Mall 

Angel's Diner 

Great Clips 

Silversmith Brewing Co. 

Applebees 

Healthwise 

Silvestri Sports 

Beacon Harbourside Restaurant 

Krown Rust 

Shaw Festival 

Beatties Fresh Flower Market 

Old Bank Bistro 

Shaw Spa 

Blakes Men's Wear 

Panini Cafe 

Thomas Audio Video 

Booksmart 

Port Colborne Country Club 

Rolling Meadows Golf 

Boston Pizza 

Paul's Garden Centre 

Volcano Pizza 

Churchill Natural Meats 

Premier Wine Centre 

Stone Mill Inn 

Don Marco's Italian Eatery 

Rio Vista Golf 

Whisky Run Golf 
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—.food 

Basics 

ALWAYS 

MORE 

FOR LESS 

ALWAYS 


AFRESH 


LINSTOCK 


v'GREAT PRICES 

LOOK FOR OUR GREAT WEEKLY DEALS 

ON FOODBASICS.CA 


www.lnPortNews.ca 
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MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS: Organization provides progress update to city council 

Port YMCA ends year with surplus 
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When the electricity fails... 

how will you be AFFECTED? 


€ 


I 


Cornell Feenstra Electric Ltd. 

All Types of Electrical Installation 
Pole Line Installation & Aerial Bucket Thick Service 

Call: 905-899-2373 • Fax? 905-899-2383 




SHERK 

TIMBER MART 

"Lumber merchants since 1810* 
333 Davis Street 

{next to Home Hardware) 

Port Colborne, ON L3K 1Z5 

Phone: 905 - 834-4541 
Fax: 905 - 834-5100 


KITCHEN DESIGN SPECIALISTS 


INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 





C Computers 

AVhere traditional customer service 
modern technology" 


SERVICE | UPGRADES | REPAIRS | USED COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


250 Kent St. Port Colborne • graham@scccomputers.com 

1905 - 834-6333 www.scccomputers.com ^ 


Cement ftex 

NO DIGGING REQUIRED 
LEAKING 0R:CRflCkED;@EMENfI^ 

BOE ROBINSON 


... ’femperaftiras are RISING! 

■-tit 


CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON A 
FURNACE & AIR CONDITIONING PACKAGE 


WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS! 

PAR DFTTI Seating & Air Conditioning n Maintenance 

DVD llLll/ Residential-Commercial CaSning 

905-892-7787 ™v P S AND 



New Customer Special 
First Wash + Set 

* 10.50 

HST included 

Portal Village Beauty Salon 

300 Elgin Street, Port Colborne 

905 - 933-7315 


LIFE |SN’T FAIR. 

WE CAN CHANGE tUktf 

L. JANE BURBAGE 

Smart Lawyers Who Care • 289-362-1322 


J.SNEEK PLUMBING 
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□ MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS 


Port council debates 
purchase of diesel trucks 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

QMI Agency Niagara 


It was the purchase of seven new vehi¬ 
cles that fuelled discussions at Port Col- 
bome council last week. 

A staff report recommending the 
replacement of seven aging work trucks at 
a cost of more than $242,000 had council¬ 
lors debating whether diesel or gasoline 
vehicles were the way to go. 

departments — engineering, roads, water, 
years from 1992 to 2003. 

paid for through water, sewer and public 
works equipment reserves, which at the 
end of 2014 totalled more than $400,000. 
The city did not purchase any vehicles in 
2014. 


Sixteen suppliers, who were able to 
bid on the vehicles on the purchase list, 
acquired tender documents for the city's 
bidding process, which requested the 
cost for gasoline options as well as diesel 
where possible. 

Vehicles with a diesel option were 
deemed more cost effective by staff after 
extensive research, Ron Hanson, Port Col- 
bome's director of engineering and oper- 


time, with fewer repairs, and diesel-pow¬ 
ered vehicles also use about 25% less fuel 
than their gasoline-powered counterparts, 
he said. 

lust choosing the diesel option, how¬ 
ever, will cost the city an additional $5,000 
to $10,000 more per vehicle during the 
purchase, he added. 

After factoring in maintenance, fuel 
consumption, the extra up-front cost, staff 
estimate diesel will save the city $15,000 to 
$20,000 each over time. 

The expectation, Hanson said, is that 


the diesel vehicles will last long past a 
10-year expected life span. 

The staff report outlining the benefits of 
diesel over gasoline was written by Chris 
Lee, the city's manager of projects and 
design, who was away Monday and una¬ 
ble to attend the meeting. 

Ward 3 Coun. Bea Kenny asked that the 
issue be deferred to allow for more infor¬ 
mation to be brought forward upon Lee's 

"I'm still not convinced,” she said, add¬ 
ing she wanted to be certain before decid¬ 
ing to spend that much money to update 
the city's fleet. 

Based on the bids received, staff recom¬ 
mended purchasing three vehicles from 
Performance Chrysler in St. Catharines 
and the remaining four from Niagara 
Motors in Virgil. 

Trucks being replaced by the city are 
auctioned and the money put back into 
the equipment reserve funds. 

Ward 3 Coun. Frank Danch, who has 
owned several trucks over the years, said 
"diesels plain cost more." 

He had concerns about the cost of gen¬ 
eral maintenance, including a simple oil 
change, which he said will cost the city 
significantly more. 

"They're expensive right off the hop.” 

Ward 4 Coun. Ron Bodner had con¬ 
cerns councillors had "all of a sudden 
become experts in the truck depart- 

Staff were hired to research the options 
and did so extensively, he said, praising 
Lee for his efforts. 

The item was deferred to allow for fur¬ 
ther information regarding the gasoline 
versus diesel comparison to be brought to 
the April 13 meeting of council. 




Look no further to get professional 

- Remodeling the Niagara Region for the past decade 

- Dedicated to providing the finest quality of service and 
materials for your dollar 

- Written warranties 

Always a fast, friendly and FREE 

"Don't settle on part time service" 

Ph: 905-894-8599 
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NOW IT REALLY PAYS TO 
TAKE CARE OF YOUR CAR. 

COLLECT E-CANADIAN TIRE ‘MONEY’™ 
ON ALL PARTS AND LABOUR. 


CANADA’S GARAGE 

canadiantire.ca/canadasgarage 


12 EQUAL MONTHLY PAYMENTS NO FEE’ NO INTEREST FINANCING or more’ storewide '1 


287 West Side Rd, Port Colborne, 905-835-1155 


SAVE 25 

ON INSTALLATION 






























